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Overview: Understanding Poverty and Inequality in Buffalo-Niagara

Art Opener: Buffalo Wings

Introduction to PPG and Cornell ILR Co-Lab

Who is poor in Buffalo-Niagara and why?
• History and context
• Key data points

3 analytical tools for understanding poverty
• What is typical versus what is disproportionate
• Individual, group, and society-wide lenses
• Income and expenses



Buffalo Wings: 
Spoken Word Piece

By Brandon Williamson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TE3kjZa40xs

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=TE3kjZa40xs


. . . no one has the recipe down quite like the City 
of Buffalo. Covered up with sauce to hide the parts 
that are undercooked. Add a little spice 
and Buffalove to draw all eyes to the inner harbor, 
so the inner city gets overlooked.





What is PPG

• A community-based think tank

• Doing research and advocacy

• For over 300 partner organizations, from
• Block clubs like Greater Eastside Field of Dream to
• Big agencies like the United Way













Cornell ILR Buffalo Co-Lab



The Context

Buffalo Geography and History





Cornell in Buffalo

Niagara Falls
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Grain Silo on the River



Bethlehem Steel
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UB North Campus

One M&T Plaza

Galleria Mall

Vascular Institute
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Economy Today



Populations of 
Erie County, 
Buffalo, 
and First-Ring 
Suburbs, 
1900-2010



Expansion of 
Urbanized Area 
since 1950



Route 33 Racial Segregation

Development and Inequality

21

Vacant House



3 Tools for Understanding 
Poverty



The Typical and the 
Disproportionate



Finding the most typical American family 
living in poverty
• City, suburb, or rural area
• White, black, or Hispanic
• High school graduate or drop-out
• Married couple, single mom, or single dad
• Large family or small





Why do we get it wrong?

• Stereotyping
• Mistaking what's disproportionate for what's typical
• Disproportionate poverty rates in Buffalo-Niagara
• Race
• Geography
• Educational level

• Compared to absolute numbers of people in poverty













Three Lenses for Viewing Poverty

• Individuals

•Groups

• Societies







Individual Level: 2 Brothers
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What is Poverty

Too little income

Too high expenses



Main Sources of Income for People in or Near 
Poverty
• If you can work: wages
• If you can't work: public assistance
• Unemployment insurance
• Cash welfare programs
• Disability programs

• SSI
• SSDI



Federal Minimum Wage in Today’s Dollars

Today:
$7.25

1960s: > $10.00





------------------------------ $12,760Poverty line

$9,408SSI



Main Expenses for Families Near or in Poverty

• Housing
• Utilities
• Food
• Child care
• Health
• Transportation
• Education
• Taxes





Question and Answer


